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Down to Earth Initiatives 
Celebrated annually on April 22 since 1970, Earth Day encourages people around 
the world to support environmental protection. More than 192 countries observe 
the event coordinated by Earth Day Network, a global organization committed to 
building the world’s largest environmental movement.

The IAF awards grants to organizations that undertake ambitious projects focused 
on responsible stewardship to the environment. Whether preventing degradation 
or repairing it, our grantee partners are determined to transform their work into a 
regional call to action. The Southern Caribbean Traditional Fishermen’s 
Association (APACS), is one of our many grantee partners focused on 
environmental issues. APACS is working to curb the encroachment of invasive 
species along Costa Rica’s Caribbean coast. Recently, APACS had the 
opportunity to collaborate with the newly formed National Commission for the 
Management and Control of Lionfish which is comprised of government agencies, 
universities, nongovernmental organizations, and community leaders. The 
commission will allocate public resources and provide support to Caribbean 
fishing associations that are already actively combating the proliferation of lionfish 
(Pterois volitans).

Environment and Community Wellbeing

In Peru, the Center for Research in Environmental Health (CREEH) is dedicated 
to protect vulnerable communities from environmental contamination. With support 
from the IAF, the center is training gold miners on methods to reduce exposure to 
mercury. One example of CREEH’s work in support of environmentally friendly 
practices is its testing of methods to separate out gold using borax, a chemical that 
has been used with no adverse effect for decades and is found in common 
household items from detergents to cosmetics. + More

Water Collection and Irrigation 

Grupo Güinopeño Ambientalista (Grupo Guia) in Honduras is working to address 
intensely parched conditions in the drought belt of southern Honduras. With IAF 
funding, Grupo Guia is undertaking 110 additional projects, including the installation 
of water collection and irrigation systems. 
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Organic Production 

Asociación de Productores Orgánicos (APRO) is working to improve the quality 
of life of approximately 290 families by strengthening their skills to market and sell 
their organic production. The project is also providing technical assistance and 
training to cultivate and market organic fruits and vegetables off season.

Check out other initiatives 

Consejo para la Asistencia en Recursos y Técnicas del Área Rural de 
Oriente (CARTARO) in El Salvador developed a nursery for plants used in 
reforestation. The organization is also working with women in San 
Francisco Javier to increase the income generated by Meyah, their 
enterprise that processes and markets a range tropical fruit products.

Fundação de Educação para a Preservação Ambiental e 
Desenvolvimento Sustentável da Bacia do Rio
Paraguaçu works with poor families in the Paraguaçu River Basin to 
promote the restoration and  responsible use of the Caatinga biome, where 
woodlands have been degraded. With IAF funding, Fundação Paraguaçu is 
planting gardens, creating a community seed bank, cultivating seedlings, 
and providing training in reforestation and the production of traditional 
handicrafts from available resources. The project directly benefits 500 
residents of the Chapada Diamantina region of Bahia.

Helping Communities Thrive!

Questions?  STAY CONNECTED:

This email was sent to ebermudez@iaf.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Inter­American Foundation · 1331 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 
1200 North, Washington, DC 20004

http://www.iaf.gov/Home/Components/CustomBlog/CustomBlog/14
http://www.iaf.gov/Home/Components/CustomBlog/CustomBlog/14
http://www.iaf.gov/our-work/where-we-work/country-portfolios/el-salvador
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&115&&&http://www.iaf.gov/our-work/where-we-work/country-portfolios/paraguay
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&117&&&http://www.iaf.gov/resources/videos/initiatives-in-action-environment-3775
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&119&&&http://www.iaf.gov/our-work/where-we-work/country-portfolios/brazil/2015-funda-o-paragua-u
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&121&&&http://www.iaf.gov/resources/publications/2015-annual-report
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.iaf.gov/resources/videos/initiatives-in-action-environment-3775
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNDIxLjU4MTA1ODAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDQyMS41ODEwNTgwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDQzNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWJlcm11ZGV6QGlhZi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWViZXJtdWRlekBpYWYuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&114&&&http://www.iaf.gov/Home/Components/CustomBlog/CustomBlog/14
https://twitter.com/IAFgrassroots
https://www.facebook.com/iafgrassroots
https://www.instagram.com/iafgrassroots/
https://vimeo.com/user15989133/videos



